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 Adopt a Mission Partner 
 
Goals:  

1. Provide prayer support and encouragement to an overseas missionary. 
2. Help American university students see what life as a missionary looks like so they might 

consider serving in overseas missions. 
 
Mission Partner Responsibility: 

- Add a key contact(s) from the university to your newsletter list. 
- Send your prayer card PDF to the university contact person (or ask Emily to send printed 

prayer cards). 
- Set up a zoom call to establish the relationship. 

- This could be a call with just a campus leader or with a group of students from 
the university. (This could include Emily, if you like) 

- Use this call to introduce yourself and the ministry and invite students to partner 
with you in prayer. Take time also to learn about the campus ministry and their 
setting and ministry focuses. 

- Check in with campus leaders 1-2 times a semester to see if there might be new ways to 
connect or upcoming campus events that you could plug into. 

- Consider sending a short video update at the start of each new semester. 
 
School Partner Responsibility: 

- Pray regularly and specifically for the mission partner and their ministry, using requests 
from their newsletter. 

- This could be done with your leadership team, during a large group Bible study, 
during worship, in small groups, etc. 

- Make prayer cards available to students. 
- If the mission partner gives permission (please check first!), consider sharing their 

newsletters by hanging them up or setting them out for students to see or through your 
website, social media, etc. 

- Work with the mission partner to find a time for a zoom call to establish the relationship. 
- If possible, include a group of students in this call. 
- Use this call to learn about the ministry and the mission partner. If students are 

involved, encourage them to ask questions. Take this time, also, to share with 
the mission partner about your university setting, your ministry focuses, and 
some of the opportunities for mission God has put in front of you. 

- Check in with the mission partner 1-2 times a semester to see if there might be new 
opportunities for connecting or partnering on a project.  

- Reach out with any campus activities or events that might be good connection points. 
 
Ideas for Connecting / Partnering: 

1. Look for natural connection points or similar ministry focuses. Brainstorm ways to 
connect on these commonalities. 

a. Do you both work with ESL and international students?  
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 b. Do you both have music ministries? 
c. Do you both work in urban settings? 
d. Are you both focusing on developing leadership skills in students? 
e. Etc. 

2. Find fun ways for university students to learn about the country and ministry where the 
mission partner serves. 

a. Share video or pictures from the field. 
b. Do a Kahoot about their ministry setting. 
c. Play games from the country or listen to popular music. 
d. Try making a popular dish from that country. 

3. Find ways to connect university students with the mission partner’s students / neighbors 
/ church members. 

a. Exchange letters or videos. 
b. Set up a video call to learn about each other’s cultures. 
c. Send cards or notes to the mission partners students for Christmas or Easter. 

Include a small gift like a postcard or piece of candy. 
4. Find projects in the mission field that the university can support. 

a. Could they buy Bibles or Christian books for a class of students? 
b. Could they send Christian craft supplies for a project? 
c. Could they gather items from an Amazon wishlist for the mission partner to take 

back with them in the fall? 
d. Could they help collect English resources (brochures, maps, magazines, cards, 

etc.) that might be helpful for ESL students? 
5. Find projects around the university that students overseas can support. 

a. Could a youth group overseas be praying for a specific campus ministry need? 
b. Could a church overseas provide new music suggestions for the campus worship 

team? 
c. Could a local pastor/teacher/counselor from the mission partner’s partner 

organization provide some kind of training for university students? 
d. Could students overseas help buy books or resources for the campus ministry or 

help connect the ministry with native-language resources for reaching out to 
international students? 

6. Use campus events or activities as opportunities to connect with the mission partner or 
share more about their ministry. 

a. Does the university have a missions week or international education week? 
b. Could the mission partner connect with a career fair? 
c. Are there cultural events on campus that you could plug the mission partner into? 
d. What about prayer nights? 
e. Once you find a connecting event, invite the mission partner to share… 

i. Video clips 
ii. Fast facts 
iii. Photos 
iv. An article for the school paper (or availability to be interviewed) 


